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MEMBERSHIP IN THE PALOMAR AMATEUR RADIO CLUB is $12 per year with no 
initiation fee, and includes a subscription to SCOPE. Family memberships 
are $12 for the first, and $9.00 for each subsequent member at the same 
address. Annual SCOPE subscriptions are $3.00. Membership matters, chan- 
ges of address, subscription matters: P.O. Box 1603, Vista, CA 92083-0530. 


ADS & MATERIAL FOR SCOPE to P.O.Box 73, Vista, CA 92083-0030. Deadline is 
normally Monday of the week two weeks before the club meeting. 


CLUB MEETINGS are held on the first Wednesday of the Month at 7230 B.f., 2h 
the Community Room of Glendale Federal Savings and Loan at the corner of 
inmza and East Vista Way in Vista. Visitors are welcome. 


OFFICIAL CLUB BADGES are available from John Tentor, W60OLQ. Unfortunate- 
ly, he does require money and also feels it only fitting that you provide 
him with your name and call sign if you want them on your very own badge 
(like the big guys have). 


THREE REPEATERS, all W6NWG/R, are owned and operated by the Club. One has 
an input of 146.130 mHz and an output of 146.730 mHz. Input for another is 


444.425 mHz and output is 449.425 mHz. The 450 machine is often on tone 
squelch (PL 3). The third is a Packet Radio Digipeater on 145.050 mHz. 
All are on the Club's property on Mount Palomar at about 5,600'; and are 
open repeaters for club members and occasional and transient users. Re- 


peater control ops: KB6AI, KB6DNR, W9FQN, K6HAV, WA6KZN, KB5MU, K6ROR. 


THE NORTH COUNTY TRAFFIC NET is operated by the Club, and meets 

nightly on 146.730 mHz (-600 kHz) at 2000 local to handle formal written 
trate. Visitors are welcome. Net control stations and liaison stations 
are needed. Apply to Joe, WB6HMY. 


THE SAN DIEGO COUNTY PACKET RADIO VOICE NET meets on 146.730 mHz each 
Tuesday at 2100. This net is to provide information on Packet Radio for 
the beginner and the advanced packeteer. All are welcome. Paul, KB5SMU, 


is net control station. 
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* * * COME OUT AND HELP US CELEBRATE OUR FIFTHIETH ANNIVERSARY * * * 
* * * * * 
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---FROM THE PRESIDENT--- 

"The early 1930s America was still deep into the terrible depression. 
Herbert C. Hoover was President, and Franklin D. Roosevelt was about to be 
elected to the presidency of our great country. We were a nation of 48 
states." 

So begins the history of the Palomar Amateur Radio Club by the Club's 
Historical Committee: W6BLL, K6HAV, and WA6KZN. The Palomar Amateur Radio 
Club was founded on February 13, 1936, by Fred Elser, W6GVU, and for the 
first several months was known as "The Northern San Diego County Radio 
Club." 

We hope to have some of our founding fathers present for our February 
club meeting so PLEASE COME AND JOIN US IN OUR CLUB'S GOLDEN JUBILEE BIRTH- 
DAY CELEBRATION. 

73 de Stan, W9FON 


FEBRUARY CLUB MEETING 

THE PROGRAM for the evening will be an illustrated presentation on 
Earthquake Preparedness by beautiful Nancy Kendall of Southern California 
Edison Company (NO, not SDG&E, SCE). A fine group of facts by a lady who 
knows she's talking to a seasoned old group of amateur radio disaster 
experts. Nancy's coming all the way from beautiful downtown Rosemead to 
talk to you, so y'all come. 

SHOW AND TELL will feature a portable non-electrical soldering iron (a 
real HOT tip so don't try and pocket it); an operating packet station 
in place before and after the meeting for hands-on experience; Fred Brown, 
W6HPH, will show us his homebrew universal oscillator with schematics 
available to those who want them. 

COFFEE AND ANNIVERSARY CAKE in keeping with celebration of the evening. 

* * * 


* * * * * %* * COME OUT AND HELP US CELEBRATE OUR 50TH * * * * * * * 
* * * * * 
JANUARY CLUB MEETING 
At the January meeting, which was held at the Mount Vernon Inn in Escon- 
dido, Bob Hoover, KA6HZF, told us about Packet Radio; and that it is the 


wave of the future for amateur radio digital communications. Bob, Paul, 
KB5MU, and Gerry, N6LYX, had working packet stations for our information 
and inspection. W9FQN announced that the February meeting would be the 
50th Anniversary Meeting for the Palomar Amateur Radio Club. KB6DNR was 


awarded a certificate commemorating the day last Fall when Larry's 2M rig, 
locked on the air by tiny hands, kept W6NWG/R timed out for several hours. 
It cost the Club $50 to rent the hall, but it was spacious enough for our 
large turnout, although the acoustics were poor. (But KB6DNR's' sound 
system let us hear anyone who was at the mike - it really works!) 


si * CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL ON THE FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF THE PARC * = 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 

The Executive Committee, consisting of the Club's officers and committee 
chairmen, meets on the second Thursday of the month at the home of various 
of its members. Without fail, the meetings usually start at 7:30 of the 
p.m. Club members are welcome to attend and observe. 

At the January meeting, which was held at the home of W9FON, much was 
discussed and reported, including the increased cost of publishing the 
Scope on letter-size paper; the repeaters (see following item); the con- 
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complaints from members of the KOJPK signal into San Diego County; and the 
‘ispostion of some Club-owned equipment. A nice, sociable evening. 


REPEATER 

After crystalling, refurbishing, manufacturing of decoder cards, and 
tweaking up on 444.425 and 449.425 mHz we hope to soon have the "new" 
Motorola "MSY" machine on the mountain to replace the old Standard we've 
used so long. 

John, WB6IOS, has done all of the preliminary work to get the MSY repea- 
ters ready for the mountain. The channel elements have arrived from Inter- 
national Crystals, and the tuning up of the repeaters has been done. Per- 
haps, by the time you read this, we will have a "new" 450 mHz repeater on 
the mountain. - if all goes well. 

WB6IQS has installed a device that beeps every three seconds when the 2M 
repeater is on battery power. This sounds much like the "courtesy beep" 
found on some machines to indicate that the time out timer has reset. When 
this tone is heard on W6NWG/R we must be aware that our use of the repeater 
should be curtailed to preserve the battery in the case of a lengthy power 
outage. 

We are reminded that we should watch our base to base QSOs during the 
heavy hours of mobile use: 0630-0830 and 1630-1830. If jamming is 
observed on the repeater, be sure and see if you can hear the offending 
signal on the repeater input (146.130 mHz). If you can, announce the fact 
and your location. If you have a directional antenna, try and determine 
the direction to the source, of course! 


EXPIRING FCC LICENSES 

Licenses expiring in February: NOONE. In March: WILLE. In April: 
KD6WX, WB6JVS. In May: WB6UON, N6EQOB, N6GZI, WA7AMS. 

If you want to be reminded about your license expiration date, be sure we 
have it in the Gi'nt Computer. 610 forms are available from the FCC or 
from the club secretary. Be sure the 610 you use is dated June 1984 or 
later. No earlier issue is acceptable. 


FROM THE ARRL LETTER 
Latest call signs issued as of 12/17/85: WN60, KG6ZR, N6MUM, KB6KKW. 


FORESAIL 
(All the world luffs a luffer) 
Kenwood TS-830A HF xcvr w/ MC-50 mike, mint condx, $545. Gait: Art, 
WA6IPD, 728-6834. (2) 
Tri-Ex W-51 51' crankup tower, delivery negotiable, $300. Call Buck, 


KAORGQ, 941-0867. (2) 

Heath HA-202A 2M FM 10W in 40W out amplifier in Klystronic condx, $25. 
Call Dan, WA6HYB, 433-4445. (2) 

Motorola 120W 136-150.8 mHz base station in rack cabinet. Ald solid 
state except tripler, driver, and final. Has GLB frequency synthesizer for 


tx/rx frequency control. W/spare tubes and all documentation. With typi- 
cal Motorola metering of tx & rx. An excellent base station or would make 
a fine repeater. Call Phil, K6ROR, 724-0098 and make an offer. Some 


ridiculous offers considered. It's Club property so give Pheel a call. If 
the Gi'nt Computer answers, don't hang up, it may make more. sense than he 
does. 

Drake R-4C HF rx w/MS-4 spkr, $225; Drake TR-4C HF xcvr w/MS-4 spkr and 
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AC-4 pwr supply, $275. All cables and manuals included. Call Steve, 
WA6BSD, 746-9034. 

Travel Electronics Travelphone, commercial 6-channel VHF, high power 5W, 
low power 1W, presently on Gemcon freqs w/acc. Call Doug 676-7321. (2) 

Heathkit SB-201 HF linear amp w/572-Bs and 10M band, $200. Call Tom, 
W6EBV, 753-4104. (2) 

Swan SS-200A solid state HF xcvr w/Turner 444 mike, $150; w/matching PS- 
20 pwr supply, $210. Johnson 1 KW Matchbox w/swr meter, $150. Call Ralph, 
K6HAV, 727-5866. (2) 

AEA CP-1, Hamtext, Dr. DX, all for C-64. Call Paul, KZ6X, 436-2537 (WP), 
753-0026 (HP). (1) 

Hammarlund HQ-1700, HX-50A HF rx, tx. Call Hal, W6JPB, 745-8872. (1) 

BC-610 WW II HF AM/CW tx/boat anchor. Call Don, WD6FWE, 757-3241 (1) 

Drake NB-7 noise blanker for TR-7, new, $65 ppd; also Aux 7 board for 
same w/general coverage mod., $75 ppd. Call/write Tony Musero, K3UKW, 1609 
S. Iseminger St., Philadelphia, PA 19148; (215) 271-8898. (1) 

CW/RTTY package: TRS-80 Color Computer, AEA CP-1 interface and Kantron- 
ics Hamsoft for TRS-80C. Call Lloyd, W6TFB, 757-9374. (12) 

Tempo VHF-1 10W 2M FM xcvr w/manual, matching pwr supply-spkr, all for 
$200. Mirage 2W in, 30W out or 10W in, 80W out 2M amplifier, $175. Call 
Al, N6GNB, or Mickey, N6GWJ, 741-1840. (12) 

Drake TR-4, $200; Midland 13-509 220 mHz FM xcvr w/509 Synthacoder & pwr 
supply, $150; Sears 40 channel Roadtalker CB, 10M AM/SSB w/amplifier, $150; 
Yaesu FT-208R 2M FM HTw/rubber duck & 5/8 wave AEA ants., $200; Heathkit 
5010 memory keyer, $50; Apple Silent Printer, make offer. Call Dick, 
K6PZE, 286-7103. (12) 

Rohn HDBX48 tower (5 8' sections) w/ant. rotator and TH6DXX tri-band 
beam, all for $250. Call Ralph, WD6ENP, 579-4879 (WP). (12) 

Swantenna Model 45 mobile 75M-10M antenna w/slider for band and frequency 
adjustment. Call Warren, W6EYP, 744-5097. (12) 

Yaesu 480R all mode 10W 2M xcvr w/TTP mike, PL encoder, plus standard 
mike, $200; Yaesu FT-708 450 mHz FM HT w/wall charger and cig. ltr plug in, 
has TTP and PL encoder built in. After 1700, call Nate, N6DCK, 448-8438. 
(12) 

Drake TR4-C HF xcvr w/AC supply and outboard VFO, never raced, $300. 
Heath SB-301 HF rx w/spkr, $75. De-TVIed Johnson Viking I w/spare 4D32 and 
VFO. Call Hal, W6DOL, 271-5939. (12) 

Drake NB-5 noise blanker for TR-5 xcvr only, $20. Call Dennis, N6KI, 271- 
BO73, {IL} 

Drake WH-7 HF wattmeter, $40. Call Earl, K6MXM, 743-0860 (1) 

Collins KWM-2 HF xcvr w/Collins 312B-4 station control, Hallicrafters PS- 
500C pwr supply, 414A mobile mike, Shure 444D mike. Vic-20 computer w/Ra- 
max (28,159 free bytes), Hamtext, 40-80 column board, Touch Typing Tutor, 
and 6 tapes including Personal Finance, Loan/mortgage Calculator, plus 
publications. $500 takes Collins and Vic and accessories. Call Bob, 
WA6KZN, 729-4504. (11) 

Palomar Engineers automatic keyer, $75; Swan swr/field strength meter, 
$12.50; Hustler mobile ant. resonators for 40-10M. Call Allen, N7AMR, 434- 
Se564 419 

Drake TX-4B HF tx,RX-4B HF rx, pwr supply, all for $275. Galil Bali, 
W6VDA, 466-4234. (2) 

Heathkit SB-100 & HW-101 HF xcvrs w/AC supplies, mikes, documentation. 


Hallicrafters S-38, S-38E, and S-120 rxs. Heath SB-610 Monitorscope. A 
scanner, marine xcvrs, Johnson 2 and 6 AM transmitter. These are Club 
items. Make an offer. Also 8' copper clad, commercial grade ground rods 
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w/clamps, $10 each. Call Stan, W9FON, 749-0276. 
Fred, W60ZF, 724-0868, still has gear for sale from the estate of W6AQP. 


WANTED 
(Start houted men!) 

Dentron MT-3000A antenna tuner. Call Bill, N6COU, 758-7163. 

Drake MN 2700 or MN 2000 ant. tuner. Call Tony Musero, K3UKW, (215) 
271-8898. 

A maximum/minimum thermometer for the repeater building. Call W9FOQN. 

Icom IC-22A in working condx and/or other xtal contl solid state rig. 
Crashed/injured KLM KT-34A or XA for parts. Call Dennis, N6KI, 271-6079. 


TRANSMITTER HUNT 

The Escondido Amateur Radio Society plans a hunt on the second Saturday 
of every month. Meet at the parking lot behind Aunt Emma's (near Sears on 
East Vally Parkway in Escondido at 0930. One dollar entry fee. Sack lunch 
recommended. Talk in on 146.88 (-). 

; NEW MEMBERS, REENLISTMENTS, UP-GRADES, NEW CALL SIGNS 

GNU CLUB MEMBERS: Ted Pakaski, KA6FWM; Capt. Francis Jordan, W60MM, 
Rancho Stanta Fe; Dave Karr, WA6KWM, El Cajon; Bob Smith, KB6KBI, Chula 
Vista; Gary Grant, N7AS, Lake San Marcos; Dr. Jim Brown, WB6RWF, Oceanside; 
Joey Contogenis, NU6L, San Diego; Ralph Neiger, KB6KUM, Escondido; Becky & 
Roy Matros, N6KAL & N6KEU, Ramona. 

RENUDE MEMBERS: Very early (effective 8/31) renewal for Carl Wallace, 
WD6B, of La Jolla and the Malaga. 

NEW SUBSCRIBER: Tony Musero, K3UKW, Philadelphia, PA. 

CHANGE OF CALL SIGN: Carl Callender, WN6V from N6KGI; Benton Caldwell, 

N6MVZ from KB6JAN. 
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FCC LICENSE EXAMINATIONS in north county are conducted at Glendale Federal 
Savings and Loan at East Vist Way and Anza in Vista on the second Saturday 
of the month from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Examinations are also given on the lst Saturday at Normal Heights United 
Methodist Church, 4560 Mansfield St., San Diego; on the 3rd Saturday at St. 
Timothy's Lutheran Church, 2605 Morningside Dr., San Diego; and on the 4th 
Saturday at Bostonia Recreation Center, 1049 Bostonia St., El Cajon, and at 
the North County Blind Activity Center, 250 E. Grand Ave., Escondido. No 
exams on 5th Saturdays. 

Applicants for examination must send a S.A.S.E., a completed, signed NEW 

Form 610 anda copy of their license and code certificate, if any, to 
SANDARC-VEC, Post Office Box 5023, La Mesa, CA 92014 ten days prior to the 
testing date. New 610s may be obtained from the FCC. Applicants MUST 
BRING their ORIGINAL LICENSE AND CODE CERTIFICATE (if any) with them to the 
examination. NO "walk-in" examinees will be accepted. 
ELECTRICALLY ORIENTED FLEA MARKETS ARE: the ham-computer-electronics swap 
meet in the San Diego Stadium parking lot 0700-1100 on the first Saturday 
of the month. The TRW ARC flea mart at the corner of Compton and Aviation 
Blvd in Manhattan Beach on the last Saturday of the month from 0800 to 
1100. Talk-in on 145.320 mHz simplex. 


DONATE IT TO THE CLUB if you can't sell it or aren't up to hauling it to 
the flea markets. The Club will sell it and put the money in the Equipment 
Fund to buy that new repeater, antenna, feedline or generator. Contact any 
club officer and he will gladly rid you of your surplus TS-940S or KWM-380. 
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- SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS - 


SURPLUS GOODIES of the electronic pursuasion at HIGHWAY COMPANY in the 
plain, unmarked white building at 305 W. Wisconsin Ave., Oceanside. See 
their ad in this issue. Aluminum, brass, copper, stainless steel, etc. at 
Escondido Sales at 1428 Mission Rd., Escondido. Electronic, mechanical, 
computer parts, nicads at Industrial Liquidators, 4887 Convoy St., San 
Diego, and at Gateway Electronics, 4633 Convoy St. 
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VOLUNTEER EXAMINERS PROGRAM 

At the January 11th session of the north county VE-conducted FCC exams, 
Bill Buckner, KAORGQ, upgraded to General Class. The North County VE Team 
offers its sincere congratulations to Buck. Volunteer examiners were: 
N6IE and W6DEY conducting the CW exams; KG6VX manning the front desk; 
W6SAX, W6YYV, and W6TFB serving as examiners; and KB5MU and K6HAV assisting 
me. Thanks to all, and to Vina de Montegre, who is so faithful in picking 
up the key and opening the hall. 

de Pat, N6INN 


DOWN THE TOOBE 
Be sure to let Glendale Fed know that we appreciate the use of their hall 
for our meetings and the VE Program. 
Welcome back to Francis, W6OMM, who has returned to the area and Club. 
Last month we received, and promptly misplaced, a nice note and pictures 
from Leona, WAG6OHB, telling us that their boat Malaga had missed being 


damaged in the Mexico City quake. Both she and OM Carl are accredited 
examiners under SANDARC-VEC, and have been giving exams in Mexico to hams 
upgrading or to prospective hams. Leona sent along PARC dues for Carl. A 


little early, Leona, but better that than too late. For everyone's info, 
all memberships expire on July 31, so we all need to regnu prior to that. 

Bob, WA6QQ0Q, reports the FCC has approved unattended operation of digital 
repeaters above 50 mHz, but reminds that if third party traffic is handled, 
the repeater must be attended by a control op. 

Congratulations to Buck, KAORGQ, and to Betty, KB6DGR, both of whom have 
up-graded to General Class. 

You'll notice, this month, that we're finishing off the Scope with a 
digital communications column, Bytes 'n Pieces, by Paul Williamson, KB5MU. 
Paul put our packet digipeater on the mountain and and is professionally 
employed in a computer-related line of work. His column was, appropriate- 
ly, sent to the Scope via packet radio - letter perfect, in amatter of 
seconds. Thanks Paul, and we're looking forward to more of the same (maybe 
you'll answer all of my questions and I won't HAVE to read the book when 
all else fails!). 

To the newly initiated, packet radio certainly appears to be booming. 
It's amazing to watch the activity on the packet channels that Paul talks 
about in his column. The ease and accuracy of communications makes it 
fascinating to operate, and the flexibility and options available to the 
operator (or listener) gives one many choices of operating parameters. 
I ve started out just as Paul indicates, with a C-64 and a PK-64 TNC and 
I'm having a ball! It DOES help to be able to type, though as the 
computers talk to each other SO quickly that you're soon looking for more 
to say. Once the framework is in place for formal message traffic, it will 
certainly improve the amateur message handling capability - particularly 
where high volume emergency traffic needs to be moved. I highly recommend 
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ICOM - YAESU - AZDEN 
KENWOOD - TEMPO - LARSEN 
CUSHCRAFT - HUSTLER - KLM 
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NEW! AZDEN PCS 5000 

20 ch. W/MEMORY & PL 

COME IN FOR DEMO 

$299.00 in stock for immediate delivery 


COMPLETE SALES — SERVICE — INSTALLATION 
MERIT W6NLO - FLOYD W6JSP BOB KA6HZF 


WESTCOM COMMUNICATIONS 


1320 GRAND AVE. SUITE 4 SAN MARCOS 


744-0700 
SAN DIEGO COUNTY‘S OLDEST ESTABLISHED HAM DEALER 


(619) 433-4119 
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COMPUTERS, INC. 


1727A S. Oceanside Bivd. 
Oceanside, CA 92054 


Micky Jenkins 
Store Manager 


PHONE: 726-0353 
LARRY de MONTEGRE 


Coin Ant 


FINE JEWELRY HAND CUT 
FROM U.S, AND FOREIGN COINS 


P.O.BOX 892 
SAN MARCOS, CA. 92069 


KB6DNR 
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pt $6 


Clairemont Mesa Blvd. 


fas 


Mon - Sat 10 - 5:30 
Phone 560-4900 


DUO-BAND, 450/144 MHZ $519.95 


w/free MA 4000 Duo Band antenna 

LIMITED TIME SPECIAL $699.95 
(now with free hand mike & FM board) 
FULL DUPLEX - ALL MODE 


KENWOOD TW-4000A .... 
KENWOOD TS-430S 


YAESU FT-726R 


AVAILABLE 


“Best Buy” in HF 

LIMITED QUANTITY 

NEW DUO-BAND, 2M/450 MHZ 
FULL DUPLEX. W/FREEP.L. .. $499.95 
ICOM IC-735 NEW HF GEN. COVERAGE.... $749.95 
ICOM IC-2AT/3AT/4AT ... Great prices on these 

ICOM IC-37A 220 MHZ MOBILE Price Slashed! . $319.95 
ICOM IC-0O2AT, KENWOOD TR-2600A, YAESU FT-209RH ... Newest 
generation of “State of the Art’’ HT’s. See 
them here .... Great prices! 


Example: TR 2600A, with extra free battery 
HRO price $299.95 


DUO-BANDER 


YAESU FT-757GX 
$729.95 


YAESU FT-2700 


ICOM IC-3200 $489.95 


5375 
KEARNY VILLA RD. 
SAN DIEGO, CA 92123 


GLENN K6NA, Mgr. 


GARY K6CAQ 
ART N6MLH 


While browsing .. don’t forget to see the 
CW/RTTY set-up using the Commodore 64 
and the AEA interface. Let us demonstrate 
this fascinating mode for you. 


COMMUNICATIONS SPECIALISTS sub-audible units for your FM and HT rigs. 
We have a good stock of antennas, and of course, a good supply of rotors, too. 


Don’t forget - we have guaranteed used equipment also, such as TS-520SE; 
TS-820S; TS-830S; TR-3; TR-7; and R-4C 


THESE PEOPLE SUPPORT THE ‘SCOPE’ 


—_— ELECTRONICS ———- 


SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 
NICHOLAS A. ANDREE 


HIWAY COMPANY 
305 Wisconsin Avenue 
Oceanside, CA 92054 


Telephone: 
(619) 722-1175 
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The original R-X Noise Bridge 


SWR AND POWER METER 


UNIVERSAL AUDIO FILTER 


VLF CONVERTERS 


Palomar Engineers 


Phone: (619) 747 - 3343 - 1924-F West Mission Road 
Escondido, CA 92025 
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it as more than just a passing fancy. You should consider it as a valuable 
and very interesting communications mode to add to your station. 
And speaking of packet radio, Phil, K6ROR, is about add that mode to his 


station. Phil was very active in RTTY. Several of us operated on a 450 
mHz RTTY repeater which was located on the same end of Palomar that our 
present site is on. We were part of SANDRATS (San Diego Radio Teletype 
Society). 

We re sure glad to hear Jack, W6BLL, back up on the air again on HF. He 
says his XYL made him do it! That's OK, we're glad to hear you back on. 
Hope you make it to the club meeting. Fifty years is a long time and 
you'been there since the beginning. 

Vina tells us that there will be a cake to be cut for the 50th. With 


that and her good no-caf coffee and good friends it ought to be a fine 
night to celebrate the 50th anniversary of a great old club. 


"That's all," she wrote. 


* * * * * 


* * WE HOPE YOU WILL ALL COME OUT AND HELP US CELEBRATE THE FIFTIETH! * * 


* * * * * 
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BYTES 'N PIECES 
By Paul Williamson, KB5MU 


Packet radio is amateur radio's fastest growing operating mode. Harold, 
NK6K, estimates that at the end of October, there were 8,750 TNCS out 
there. That means we have spent nearly two million dollars on them! The 


number is expected to grow to perhaps 14,000 by March. The Club has 
installed a digipeater (digital repeater) at our site on Palomar Mountain, 
and many of the Club's new packeteers are regular users. It provides good 
coverage of the county, despite its low transmitter power (2 watts). 

What do I need to get started in packet radio? The easiest way, and the 
most popular lately, has been to get an AEA Pakratt (PK-64) and a Commodore 
64 computer. If you have another brand of computer, other TNCs are avail- 
able that hook up to any computer via an RS-232 interface. Both types of 
setup have been demonstrated several times at club meetings. Suppliers 
include Heathkit, Kantronics, GLB, AEA, and Pac-comm. The last four offer- 
ing "clones" of the TAPR TNC-2. You also need a 2M FM radio, just like the 
one you use to work the repeater, with its antenna and power supply. 

Packet radio is primarily used on 2M, but there is also quite a bit of 
activity on HE,—particu 20, 40, and 80 meters. A band of 2M frequen- 
cies have-been sét aside. by SMA for packet radio: 145.08; 08, OS, OF; 
and 09% 145.02 jand . 05 a eavily used for long-haul linking (to Sacra- 
mento Las Vegas 701, to Fresno on .05). 144.76 and 145.36 are used 
primarily for local work. High-speed linking on 220.95 is just starting to 
become a reality, and will relieve the current overloading of the long-haul 
channels on 2M. 
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